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Executive Overview

With the release of Oracle Content Management 11g in June of 2010, customers were introduced to many new
features, functionality, and technology to help them solve their most pressing business problems. This included
new ways to create and manage website content. One of the new additions is Site Studio for External
Applications (SSXA). SSXA provides the ability to run a website in an application server environment, while
utilizing the benefits of a Universal Content Management (UCM) backend.

With this new capability, Oracle further helps companies continue to take advantage of the main benefit of a Site
Studio site, which is the ability to hand off content contribution to the users responsible for maintaining the
content, while enabling them to leverage the latest web development technologies including JavaServer Pages
(JSP) and JavaServer Pages Standard Tag Library (JSTL). Fishbowl Solutions, a Specialized Oracle Content
Management partner, has experience implementing and developing sites using either SSXA or Site Studio, and
we are ready to help you decide which one may be best for your organization's website creation process.

Introduction

There are a number of similarities and differences between SSXA and Site Studio, which will be discussed in this
white paper. Ultimately, it will be up to the reader and his or her organization to decide which component best
suits them. As introduced above, Site Studio for External Applications is a new set of functionality available with
ECM 11q. It provides a more flexible way to develop and deploy web sites, utilizing an application server to host
the site and UCM as the backend content repository.

SSXA is an add-on to Content Server that is based on the architecture of Site Studio 10gR4. Page Templates,
Region Templates, and Subtemplates are all used to arrange content within the site. Element Definitions, Region
Definitions, and Placeholder Definitions are used to control the presentation and contributor access. All of these
assets, in addition to contributor content, are stored in the content server as of UCM 11g patch set 3 (PS3).

Prior to PS3, page templates could not be stored in UCM, which meant additional overhead for site maintenance.

Site Studio and SSXA - Similarities and Differences

Similar to Site Studio, SSXA allows in-site contribution, where content owners use the included CK editor to
make changes as they see fit without IT involvement.

The biggest difference between the technologies however, is the platform hosting the sites. SSXA sites runin an
application server environment, such as Oracle Weblogic Server. On the other hand, Site Studio sites continue to
run directly from the Content Server

Development of SSXA sites is completed in JDeveloper using JSP and a WCM tag library supplied by Oracle.
These sites connect to the UCM repository with a Remote Intradoc Client (RIDC) connection. In comparison, Site
Studio sites are developed in Site Studio Designer, most often using content server web page (HCSP) and
IdocScript. They query UCM for content using services.
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Site Studio and SSXA - Pros and Cons

There are advantages and disadvantages of using Site Studio or SSXA. Each component shouldn't necessarily be
compared against the other as they both offer robust capabilities for web page and site creation. However, so
that the pros and cons of each system can be understood, it may be best to have side-by-side
feature/functionality comparisons between them. The following is such a comparison based on the experiences
Fishbowl Solution has had architecting and implementing sites for Oracle Content Management customers.

Feature

SSXA

Site Studio

Web services integration

Easier

Harder

Weblogic Server Environment

Standards-based site
creation and deployment
using JSP and JSTL.

Not applicable

Overall site performance

Faster

Fast

Caching and Security

More robust

Available

Error pages

Must utilize external,
static error pages

Dynamic, in-site error
handler

Site changes

Template and config files
stored in app - app may
need to be redeployed

Template and config files
stored in UCM

Site Creation

IT involvement for site
setup

No IT involvement - sites
get set up faster

Designer

JDeveloper - resource
intense

Site Studio designer -
lightweight

Ul Development

Code intense

More Ul options

UCM Integration

Immature

Mature

The above table does not represent a comprehensive features/functionality comparison, but it does contain

important considerations for site infrastructure, integration and design criteria. Some of those features and
functionality will resonate more than others, but they all depend on your current environment as well as go-
forward website creation strategy.
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Why use one technology over the other?

You can make a case to use SSXA or Site Studio, and the goal with this paper was to provide you with an
introduction to the similarities and differences as well as pros and cons of each so that you can decide which
is best for you. As you ultimately make your decision on which component your organization will use for
website and page creation, if may be a good idea to ask yourself the following questions:

The case for SSXA:

1. Does your site have features that are application-focused or you want to do application integration?
2. Does your company already deploy sites as applications?
3. Do you prefer JSP & JSTL over proprietary HCSP & IdocScript?

4. Are you limited or constrained by resources? For example, do you have high performing PCs that can
handle the resource-intense JDeveloper application?

5. Are you and your organization early adopters of new technology?

The Case for Site Studio
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